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BEFORE THE
| LLI NO S COMVERCE COWM SSI ON
PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES REGULAR OPEN MEETI NG
Thur sday, June 24, 2021

Chicago, Illinois

Met pursuant to notice via videoconference

at 11: 30 a. m

PRESENT:

CARRI E ZALEWSKI , Chai rwoman
(via Chicago Ofice)

D. ETHAN KI MBREL, Conmi ssi oner
(via Chicago Ofice)

MARI A S. BOCANEGRA, Conmi ssi oner
(via videoconference)

M CHAEL T. CARRI GAN, Conmi ssi oner
(via Chicago Ofice)

BRI DGES COURT REPORTI NG
BY: Mchael J. Duffy, CER
Notary Public
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CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Good norning. Under the
Open Meetings Act and in accordance with the
Governor's Executive Orders, | call the June 24,
2021, regular open neeting to order. Before we
proceed, for the clarity of the record, | would ask
everyone to state their nanes and to speak slowy
and clearly so that the court reporter can capture
everything that is said. | have checked that we
have all four comm ssioners with us. W have a
quor um

Today we have three requests to

speak. Going in the order we've received the
request to speak, we'll hear fromthe follow ng
t hree people: First, Beau Barber; second, Allen
Axelrod; third, Anthony Walraven. Under 2 Illinois
Adm ni strative Code Section 1700.10, any person
desiring to address the Conmm ssion shall be all owed
up to three mnutes. M adviser, Tetyana Rabczak
wi Il have the tinmer on the screen. Only one person
may speak on behal f of any organi zation. Pl ease
note that the Conm ssion wll not respond directly

to any comments. Any person w shing to provide
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further comments nmay submt a witten statenent to
the Comm ssion. The witten coments may be
submtted by going to the I CC website,
icc.illinois.gov, go on the e-docket system and
| ook for the related docket, and in that docket,
click "file a cooment." You can also call the ICC
Consuner Services Division at (800) 524-0795 and
they can help you submt the comrent.

First, M. Beau Barber, are you
on?

MR. BARBER: Yes. Can you hear ne?

CHAI R ZALEWBKI :  We can hear you,

M. Barber. Please state and spell your nane and
then we'll start the clock and you can proceed.

MR. BARBER: (Ckay. M nane is Beau Bar ber,
spelled, B-E-A-U, and then B-A-R-B-E-R | ama
denocratic precinct commttee person for the QOgden
1 precinct, and |'"'mhere to tal k today about the
| nportance of having utility shut-off noratorium
So recently there was a resol ution passed by Cori
Bush and Jamaal Bowman, which the opening of it was

t al ki ng about how the United States nust establish
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electricity as a basic human right in public good
and eradicate the reliance on nonopolized property
driven utility corporations and providers, and the
flawed regul atory regine that has failed to
regul ate these utilities in the public interest.

It goes on further to say, whereas,
I nvestor owned utilities and state utility
comm ssions tasked to regulate themare failing to
neet them Collective nmandates to serve the public
I nterest and provide custoners with just and
reasonabl e electricity rates. She did not nention
you specifically, but | would inmagine that she
woul d be nentioning -- tal king about comm ssi ons
| i ke yours because the problemthat we're seeing is
that, you know, there's several errata that's
happeni ng. There's voices that are not being
| i stened to.

And, for instance, the nost recent
thing that we saw was in the |ast neeting on June,
what was it, June 10? You said, at the end of the
nmeeti ng, people can apply for LIHEAP and there's a

problem-- there's just one problemw th that, that
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was June 10t h, LIHEAP registration ended on My
31st, and it's kind of problematic to have such
errata when people are already struggling enough as
it is and COVID s still not over. W are not even
at like 70 percent vaccinated for just the state of
I1linois alone, |et alone the country, and people
in the CDC and people Iike Dr. Fauci, have said
that in order to get rid of this virus for good, we
need to be at least |like 75 or even 85 percent
vacci nat ed.

And now we have the Delta strain to
worry about. Since, | have ny stats here, current
-- like the stats that we've had so far on
br eakt hr ough cases of COVID- 19, which is the people
got COVID-19 and, you know, despite being fully
vacci nated we -- there was -- there's been about 18
percent of what? O 6,000 cases, | believe that
were fatal cases. You can fact-check nme on that
nunber, but the problemis is that we still have a
| ot going on, we're not in the clear yet, and in
I11inois alone, there's been 124 deaths since April

due to COVI D- 19 breakt hrough -- vaccine
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br eakt hr ough, and that's accounted for 1.86 percent
of the COVID deaths since January 1st.

So you know, do your job, get nore
intimate with the matter because like | told you
nont hs ago, with an engi neering degree, and | know
you have one, the one thing that we | earned during
our education was you nmake m st akes, people die.
You' re making m stakes. People are dying. Thank
you.

CHAI R ZALEWBKI :  Thank you, M. Barber.
Next is M. Allen Axelrod (phonetic). M. Axelrod,
are you on? Second call for M. Axelrod, and |'m
| ooki ng, and | don't see your nane, sir. Checking
one last time. Yes. No, M. Axelrod.

Finally, Anthony WAl raven.

M. Wl raven, are you on? Second call for
M. Walraven. |'mlooking, | don't see your nane
as well, sir. Okay. So this concludes our public
time in session.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI :  W're going to nove on to
our public utilities agenda. There are edits to

the May 27th, 2021, public utility special open

Bridges Court Reporting Page: 6



Regular Open Meeting PU I1linois Commerce Commission Regular Open Meeting

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

neeting mnutes. Are there any objections to
approving the mnutes as edited?

(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWBKI :  Hearing none, the m nutes
are approved.

Under our electric item ItemEl
concerns the Ameren filing to nmake m nor
housekeepi ng changes to its electric service tariff
pages. Comm ssion staff recommended not suspendi ng
the filing. Are there any objections to not
suspending the filing?

(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWSKI :  Hearing none, the filing is
not suspended.

|tem E2 concerns a citation issued

agai nst Great Anerican Power for failure to conply
with Part 412 of the Conmm ssion's rul es governing
alternative retail electric suppliers. Conmm ssion
staff, Great Anerican, the attorney general, and
the Ctizen's Uility Board filed a joint notion to
approve a settlenent agreenent that they determ ned

to be fair and equitable to all custoners and all
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parties. The order approves the settlenent finding
its terns reasonable. Before calling the vote, are

there any comments on this docket?

M5. BOCANEGRA: Chair Zal ewski, | have
comments, but I'lIl wait until after the vote if
t hat' s okay.

CHAI R ZALEWSKI @ Ckay. | will call the vote
to approve the order. |If you are in favor of

approving the order, please, say "aye", and if you

are opposed, please say "nay". Conm ssioner
Bocanegr a.

M5. BOCANEGRA: Nay.

CHAI R ZALEWSKI :  Commi ssi oner Carri gan.

MR. CARRI GAN:  Aye.

CHAI R ZALEWSKI :  Conmi ssi oner Ki nbrel ?

MR, KI MBREL: Aye.

CHAI R ZALEWBKI: | vote aye. The three ayes
have it and the order is approved.

M5. BOCANEGRA: Chair Zal ewski and Court
Reporter, this is Comm ssioner Bocanegra for the

record. | just want to note the basis for ny

di sagreenent today. Although this particular
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docket is captioned as a settlenent agreenent, in
my opinion, a plain reading of the statute, this
should not be going to LIHEAP funds. | think it's
a diversion of funds, and so for those reasons, |
voted nay. Thank you.

CHAI R ZALEWSKI :  Thank you. Itenms E3
t hrough E9 concern applications for a certificate
of service authority to operate as an installer of
di stributed generation facilities in Illinois. The
orders grant the certificates, finding that the
applicants nmeet the requirenents. Are there any
obj ections to considering these itens together and
approving the orders?

(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWBKI :  Hearing none, the orders

are approved.
|tens E10 and E11 concern

petitions to cancel certificates to operate as
retail electric agents, brokers, or consultants in
II'linois. The orders cancel the certificates and
direct the petitioners to file any outstandi ng

annual reports with the Comm ssion. Are there any
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obj ections to considering these itens together and
approving the orders?
(No verbal response.)
CHAI R ZALEWBKI :  Hearing none, the orders
are approved.
|tem E12 t hrough E14 concern
applications for certificates of service authority
to act as retail electric agents, brokers, or
consultants in Illinois. The orders grants the
| i censes finding that the applicants neet the
requi renents. |s there any objections to
considering these itens together and approving the
orders?
(No verbal response.)
CHAI R ZALEWBKI :  Hearing none, the orders
are approved.
|tens E15 through E21, concern
requests for confidential treatnent of infornmation
in the petitioner's reports. The orders grant the
protection, finding that the information is highly
proprietary and confidential. Are there any

obj ections to considering these itens together and
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approving the orders?
(No verbal response.)
CHAI R ZALEWBKI : Hearing none, the orders
are approved.
| tem E22 concerns Docket 21-0155 in
whi ch ConEd requests approval of its 2022 through
2025 energy efficiency and demand response plan and
associ ated stipul ati on agreenent. The order finds
that the plan neets the statutory requirenents and
al so notes that all parties agree with the
Commi ssion that the Conmm ssion shoul d approve the
pl an and the stipulation agreenent. The order
approves the plan and stipul ati on agreenent. Are
there any objections to approving the order?
(No verbal response.)
CHAI R ZALEWBKI : Hearing none, the order is
approved.
| tem E23 concerns a conpl ai nt
agai nst Sperian Energy alleging the conpany was not
aut hori zed to becone the conplainant's electric
supplier. The parties filed a joint notion to

dismss, stipulating that all matters in dispute
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have been resol ved, and requesting that the
Conmm ssion dismss the conplaint. Are there any
obj ections to granting the joint notion to dism ss?

(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWBKI : Hearing none, the notion is
gr ant ed.
|tens E24 through E33 concern

requests to cancel certificates of service
authority to install energy efficiency neasures in
IIlinois. The orders cancel the certificates. Are
there any objections to considering these itens
t oget her and approving the orders?

(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWSKI :  Hearing none, the orders

are approved.

|tenms E34 through E42 concern
applications for certifications to install energy
efficiency neasures in Illinois. The orders grant
the certificates, finding that the applicants neet
requi renents. Are there any objections to
considering these itens together and approving the

orders?
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(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWSKI :  Hearing none, the orders
are approved.

Moving on to our gas itens. Item Gl
concerns MdAnerican's filing to nake m nor
housekeepi ng changes to its gas service tariff
pages. Conmm ssion staff recomrends not suspendi ng
the filing. Are there any objections to not
suspending the filing?

(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWBKI : Hearing none, the filing is
not suspended.

|tem & concerns an order

initiating a rul emaki ng proceedi ng and aut hori zi ng
a first notice period for proposed anendnents to
Part 590 of the Conmmission's rules. The purpose of
the rulemaking is to nodify Part 590 of the
Commi ssion's rules to reflect and incorporate the
nost recent revisions to federal regulations
governing the mninum safety standards for the
transportation of gas and for pipeline facilities.

Are there any objections to approving the order?
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(No verbal response.)
CHAI R ZALEWSKI :  Hearing none, the order is
approved.
|tem G3 concerns Liberty's request
to reconcile revenues under its Rider Gas
Uncol | ect abl e Adjustnent or Rider GUA for 2018.
The order approves the reconciliation as set in the
appendi x to the order, finding that the cost during
the reconciliation period were prudently incurred.
Are there any objections to approving the order?
(No verbal response.)
CHAI R ZALEWSKI :  Hearing none, the order is
approved.
|tem A concerns Docket 20-0722,
which is Nicor Gas' request for an approval of an
alternative rate regul ati on program under Section
9-244 of the Public Uilities Act for a new pil ot
program The proposed pil ot programwould all ow
renewabl e natural gas production facilities to
I nterconnect with Nicor's system and place into
effect Rate 81 which would provide all owances

covering a portion of RNG facilities'
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11 interconnection costs.

2 We have subsequent edits to the

3| order approving Nicor's program finding that it

4| meets the requirenents of an alternative rate

S| reqgulation program This RNG pilot allows Illinois
6| to explore innovative approaches to addressing

7| greenhouse gas reduction and sustai nabl e gas

8 | production in the gas industry, and presents the

9| Conmission with the opportunity to have Illinois

10| join those states that are taking a leading role in
11| furthering the devel opnment of RNG as an

12| environnental |y beneficial fuel source.

13 According to the Anerican Gas

141 Associ ation, 24 states have sone type of programin
151 place to encourage |ocal distribution conpanies to

16 | include RNGin their portfolio of fuel sources.

17 Under st andi ng whet her RNG
18 | production is viable in northern Illinois, and if
190 it will bring the environnental and | ocal comunity

20 | benefits that have been experienced in other parts
21| of the country, are key |earnings needed for the

22 | Conmmi ssion and all stakehol ders to assess future
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regul atory action in RNG

The pil ot can hel p stakehol ders
assess whether the potential environnental and
econom c benefits seen in other parts of the
country could be replicated in Nicor Gas' service
ar ea.

The order includes additional
requi rements for reporting on various aspects of
the pilot to ensure that we capture the inportant
and relevant information for the pilot.

The edits reduce the overall and
per project cap of the proposed investnents to
reduce the inpact on rate payers.

Does anyone el se have coments
before | call the vote?

M5. BOCANEGRA: Chair Zal ewski, |ike | ast
time, | have remarks, but | would like to reserve
t hose followi ng the vote.

CHAI R ZALEWSKI @ Ckay. So | would nove the
item |s there a second?

MR. KIMBREL: Second.

CHAI R ZALEWBKI: Ckay. | wll now call a
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roll for approving the edits of the order. If you

are in favor of adopting the edits, please say

aye", and if you are opposed, please say "nay".
Conmi ssi oner Bocanegr a.

MS. BOCANEGRA: Nay.

CHAI R ZALEWSKI : M. Carri gan.

MR. CARRI GAN:  Aye.

CHAI R ZALEWBKI : M. Kinbrel.

MR KI MBREL: Aye.

CHAI R ZALEWBKI:  |I'mvoting aye. The three
ayes have it and the edits are approved. | wll
now call a roll for approving the order as edited.
|f you are in favor of approving the order, please

say "aye", and if you are opposed, please say

nay". Comm ssi oner Bocanegr a.

M5. BOCANEGRA: Nay.

CHAI R ZALEWBKI: M. Carrigan.

MR CARRI GAN: Aye.

CHAI R ZALEWBKI : M. Kinbrel.

MR, KI MBREL: Aye.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: | vote aye. The three

ayes have it and the order as edited is approved.
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M5. BOCANEGRA: Chair Zalewski, if | may.

This is Conm ssi oner Bocanegra for the record. |
woul d like to share sone remarks foll ow ng today's
vot e.

| want to start by saying that |
amin favor of N cor's proposed RNG pil ot program
My vote today is not about being opposed to the
pilot programitself, but about ny disagreenent
wth certain evidentiary findings in the |egal
anal ysis conducted in the final order which
conpelled ne to vote nay today.

| want to share sonme observations
on ny differences with the majority. First, the
record, the briefings, and the proposed order were
nore or | ess conpletely devoid of any nention of
244(a) and whether N cor had net its burden under
that provision. | think this underscores the
| nportance and the benefit of oral argunents,
because it becane very evident to ne while
listening to CUB's pretty inpressive presentation,
that 244(a) was, in ny opinion, a disputed issue.

So | was glad to see that the majority adopted ny
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recommendati on that a 244(a) anal ysis needed to be
I ncl uded.
However, we have fundanent al

di fferences on how to read the evidentiary record,
much | ess what constitutes the record. The
maj ority spends a great deal explaining why Nicor
filed under 9-244, but doesn't really address how,
if at all, N cor actually neets its burden under
244(a). In contrast, | think what the record does
give us is that Nicor's witness testified that this
Is a formof alternative rate regul ati on because
the costs woul d be higher under traditional rate
regulation. This testinony was unrebutted and
unrefuted by any witness offered by any intervenor.
To me, that alone is sufficient to satisfy 244(a).

Second, | disagree wth the
majority's decision to lower the investnent cap to
$16 mllion with a $3.2 mllion allocation per
project, as this too, is not supported by the
record. Again, there are fundanental differences
in the way in which we choose to read a record,

rely on it, and make findi ngs and concl usions from
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11 it. Equally inportant is the rationale the

2| mpjority provides for this. Gven the first record
3| before us proves absolutely nothing to support

4| lowering N cor's proposed investnent cap of $20

S| mllion. There was no testinony, nor any exhibit,
6| that could support a seem ngly random nunber of

71 $3.2 mllion. And although N cor's brief on

8 | exceptions nay have invited the Comm ssion to | ower
9| its investnment cap, briefs are not part of the

10| record, yet the npjority conpletely ignores sone of
11} these basic foundations of evidence. And if we're
12| going to consider both the record and the argunents
13| made at either in briefings or even in oral

141 argunents, then the orders finding that |owering

151 the investnent cap will reduce risk to rate payers
16 | is al so unsupported by the record and the non-

171 record.

18 Ni cor indicated several tines that
19 | the proposed programis of no risk to rate payers.
20 If you recall, N cor said as nuch repeatedly during
211 jits oral argunent. To find it necessary to reduce

22 | rate payer risk when we have necessarily agreed
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that there is no risk, is confusing to ne. But
nore inportantly, the statute at issue, 244(b) (1)
t hrough (8) does not at all address reducing risk
to rate payers. Instead, the statute, with respect
to custoners and rate payers, discusses |owering
rates, substantial and identifiable benefits
realized by custoners, and, finally, provisions for
an equi tabl e sharing of any net econom c benefits
between the utility and its custoners if those

ari se. Sonmehow reducing rate payer risk is brought
I n under the analysis in 244(b)(8).

In an odd pivot, the majority
noves from saying that the RNG pil ot produced no
net econom c benefits for the conpany to be shared,
which is a statutory elenent that needs to be
addressed, to stating that other econom c benefits
m ght accrue yet the risk to rate payers of a $20
mllion subsidy for interconnection agreenent is
too great a risk. Wich, as noted previously, is
not addressed in the statute. The majority offers
no statutory basis frombringing this cost-benefit

analysis in here or at any point in the anal ysis.
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|f this is part of the Comm ssion's discretionary
powers with respect to the Public Uilities Act,
then it should be stated as such and not couched as
an unwitten statutory requirenent.

Equally concerning for ne in
justifying lowering the $20 mlIlion cap, the
majority's finding that N cor has not satisfied the
criteria under 244. The order spends a great deal
of tinme, in fact, finding that N cor has net all
the criteria, only to conclude that they have not.
Here, | would have found that because Nicor clearly
has net its burden. It is entitled to proceed with
the full $20 mllion.

| just want to conclude by saying
that al though today's neeting is not subject to the
doctrine of res judicata, what we are saying here
about not just 9-244, but also about things |ike
RNG and i nnovati on have inportant consequences.
We' d have to recogni ze that although the Conm ssion
may be open to utility innovation, energing
mar kets, or groundbreaking ideas, we have to do it

In a way that adheres to the | anguage drafted by
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the | egislature and the breadth of the authority
provided to us under the statute. Thank you.

CHAI R ZALEWBKI :  Thank you. Any ot her
coment s?

MR. KIMBREL: Yes, Madam Chair, | do.
Respectful Iy, Comm ssioner Bocanegra, | always
appreci ate the passion that you have for your
positions in our dockets, but |I think that your
need to be right here is a bit shortsighted, in ny
opi nion. Your fingerprints were all over the edits
in this proposal. However, the nmajority just did
not agree with all of your suggestions. As you've
expressed, this case represents an enor nous
opportunity. The bigger picture here is to find
mul ti pl e approaches and solutions as we strive for
a net zero greenhouse gas em ssions econony. And |
believe we all agree, or had agreed, that this
docket is a step in that direction. 1" Il al ways
respect your position as | wll of the other
offices, but I'"'ma bit disappointed that you woul d
attenpt to take the mpjority to task here because

we disagreed with a couple of your edits. The
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opportunity to learn fromthis pilot is too

I nportant to |let our egos get involved as each of
us conprom se to reach an agreenent here. That's
all 1 have to share.

CHAI R ZALEWBKI :  Thank you. Any ot her
comments? |If not, we will nove on to G5. It
concerns a billing conplaint filed agai nst The
Peopl es Gas Light and Coke Conpany. The parties
filed a stipulation and joint notion to di sm ss,
stating that all matters in dispute have been
resolved. Are there any objections to granting the
joint notion to dismss?

(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWSKI :  Hearing none, notion is

gr ant ed.

|tem G concerns North Shore's and
Peopl es Gas' request for a limted exenption from
nmeter requirenents in Section 501.240 of the
Commi ssion's rules in order to facilitate a pil ot
program to depl oy single-path ultrasonic gas
meters. The order grants the exenption finding the

pil ot programtechnically and econom cally sound
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and that it will not conpronm se the safety,
liability, or service obligations of the conpany.
Are there any objections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWBKI : Hearing none, the order is

appr oved.

ltens G/ and G8 concern requests
for confidential treatnment of information in the
petitioner's report. The orders grant the
protection, finding that the information is highly
proprietary and confidential. Are there any
obj ections to considering these itens together and
approving the orders?

(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWBKI :  Hearing none, the orders
are approved.
|tem (B concerns Docket 21-0426

which is Nicor Gas' petition to issue and file up
to $350 million in long-termdebt. The order
aut hori zes the issuances, noting that there are no
contested issues in the case. Staff concludes that

the i ssuance of debt wll not inpair the conpany's
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financial strength and is not contrary to public
interest. Are there any objections to you
approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWBKI : Hearing none, the order is
appr oved.

Under Tel ecomruni cations itens,
item T1 concerns Spectrotel of Illinois, LLC s,
application for a certificate of service authority
to provide tel econmunications services in |Illinois.
The order grants the certificate and finds out that
the applicant neets the requirenents. Are there
any objections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWSKI :  Hearing none, the order is
approved.

Under the Water and Sewer itens.
ltem WL concerns Uility Services of Illinois'
filing proposing rate increases for water and sewer
service. The Comm ssi on suspended the proposed
rate increases on March 4th in order to investigate

the filing. The Comm ssion's investigation in this
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matter has not concluded and it is necessary to
extend the period of suspension for a further
period of six nonths. The order re-suspends the
filing through January 3rd of 2022. Are there any
obj ections to approving the order?
(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWSKI :  Hearing none, the order is

approved.
|tem W2 concerns Illinois
American's application for a certificate of public
conveni ence and necessity to provide water service
to certain areas in Logan County. Illinois
Anerican is requesting an approval to purchase
certain assets of the Gty of Mouunt Pul aski in
Logan County. [Illinois American also requests an
approval of the appraiser's engagenent agreenent
for the water systemto be acquired. The interim
order approves the agreenent, finding them
reasonable. Are there any objections to approving
the interimorder?
(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWBKI :  Hearing none, the interim
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order is approved.

Moving on to our m scel | aneous
itenms. Item ML concerns AT&T Illinois and D rect
TV's notice of transfer and application to provide
vi deo services in the existing AT&T service area
footprint and to use, occupy and construct
facilities in the public rights-of-way for the
delivery of video service. Staff's review
concluded that the notice conplied with the
requi renents and recomended granting the
aut hori zation requested by the applicants. Are
there any objections to granting the service
aut hori zati on?

(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWBKI :  Hearing none, the
aut horization is granted.

Under petitions for rehearing, item
PR1 concerns a petition for rehearing in Docket
20- 0606 which is Nicor Gas' proposed revenue
neutral tariff filing to address issues ari sing
fromthe storage study. After the Comm ssion

entered a final order on May 13th of 2021, the

Bridges Court Reporting Page: 28



Regular Open Meeting PU I1linois Commerce Commission Regular Open Meeting

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

|1 linois Conpetitive Energy Association, the Retail
Energy Supplier Association, and the Illinois
| ndustrial Energy Consuners filed an application
for rehearing and Illinois Conpetitive Energy
Associ ation and Retail Energy Supply Associ ation
also jointly filed a notion to stay. The
adm ni strative | aw judge recommends that the
Conmm ssion deny the application for rehearing,
noting that the joint applicants proposed no new
facts or law that need to be considered. The ALJ
al so recommends that the Conm ssion deny the notion
to stay because the noving parties are not likely
to prevail on their application for rehearing or
any appeals on their nerits. Are there any
obj ections to denying the application for rehearing
and deny the notion to stay?

(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWSKI :  Hearing none, the

application and the notion are deni ed.

Under O her Business, item Ol
concerns approval of batches, contracts and

confirmations under the Illinois Adjustable Bl ock
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Program and the Solar For All Program Are there
any objections to approving the program
adm ni strators subm ssions?
(No verbal response.)
CHAI R ZALEWBKI :  Hearing none, the
subm ssion i s approved.
|tem @2 concerns the Conmm ssion's
post Techni cal Conference comments to be filed with
FERC i n Docket Nunmber AD21-12-000 on
El ectrification and the Future of the Gid. The
comments highlight Illinois' efforts in the field
of electrification and electric vehicle
advancenent. The comments are due to be filed at
FERC on July 1st. Are there any objections to
approving the subm ssion on the Conm ssion's
coment s?
(No verbal response.)
CHAI R ZALEWSKI :  Hearing done, the comments
are approved.
| tem 03 concerns the Conm ssion's
coments in FERC Docket Nunmber RM21-14-000, which

Is FERC s Notice of Inquiry on the Participation of
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Aggregators of Retail Demand Response Custoners in
Mar kets Operated by Regi onal Transm ssion
Organi zations and | ndependent System (Qperators.
We're going to hold this itemfor |ater
di sposi ti on.

Thi s concl udes our Public
Utilities Agenda. Judge Teague- Ki ngsl ey, do we
have any other matters to cone before the
Commi ssi on today?

M5. TEAGUE- KI NGSLEY: No, Madam Chai r man.

CHAI R ZALEWSKI : Do you, or the
conm ssi oners, have any ot her business to discuss?

(No verbal response.)

CHAI R ZALEWSKI : | just want to rem nd again
that if custoners do receive a disconnection notice
and that you can avoid being shut off from service
I f you act quickly calling your utility and work
out a deferred paynent arrangenent. The utility
can also tell you whether you qualify for bill
paynent assistance to reduce what is owed in
arr ear ages.

And then finally, just another
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resource that the Illinois Comrerce Conmmi ssion
stands ready to assist custoners navigate their

options. The I CC has both English and Spani sh

speaki ng consuner counselors who can help you file

a conplaint Monday through Friday 8:30 to 5:00.
The nunber is 1-800-524-0795. There is also
addi tional information on our |ICC website at
icc.illinois.gov under the "Consuners" tab.
Hearing no other comments and
wi t hout objection, the neeting is now adj our ned.
Thank you.
(Wher eupon, the above-entitl ed

matter adjourned at 12:05 p.m)
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 01                    BEFORE THE

 02           ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION

 03       PUBLIC UTILITIES REGULAR OPEN MEETING

 04             Thursday, June 24, 2021

 05                Chicago, Illinois

 06  

 07        Met pursuant to notice via videoconference

 08  at 11:30 a.m.

 09  

 10  

 11  PRESENT:

 12        CARRIE ZALEWSKI, Chairwoman

                 (via Chicago Office)

 13        D. ETHAN KIMBREL, Commissioner

                 (via Chicago Office)

 14        MARIA S. BOCANEGRA, Commissioner

                 (via videoconference)

 15        MICHAEL T. CARRIGAN, Commissioner

                 (via Chicago Office)

 16  

 17  

 18  

 19  

 20  

 21  BRIDGES COURT REPORTING

     BY: Michael J. Duffy, CER

 22  Notary Public
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 01         CHAIR  ZALEWSKI:  Good morning.  Under the

 02  Open Meetings Act and in accordance with the

 03  Governor's Executive Orders, I call the June 24,

 04  2021, regular open meeting to order.  Before we

 05  proceed, for the clarity of the record, I would ask

 06  everyone to state their names and to speak slowly

 07  and clearly so that the court reporter can capture

 08  everything that is said.  I have checked that we

 09  have all four commissioners with us.  We have a

 10  quorum.

 11                  Today we have three requests to

 12  speak.  Going in the order we've received the

 13  request to speak, we'll hear from the following

 14  three people: First, Beau Barber; second, Allen

 15  Axelrod; third, Anthony Walraven.  Under 2 Illinois

 16  Administrative Code Section 1700.10, any person

 17  desiring to address the Commission shall be allowed

 18  up to three minutes.  My adviser, Tetyana Rabczak

 19  will have the timer on the screen.  Only one person

 20  may speak on behalf of any organization.  Please

 21  note that the Commission will not respond directly

 22  to any comments.  Any person wishing to provide
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 01  further comments may submit a written statement to

 02  the Commission.  The written comments may be

 03  submitted by going to the ICC website,

 04  icc.illinois.gov, go on the e-docket system and

 05  look for the related docket, and in that docket,

 06  click "file a comment."  You can also call the ICC

 07  Consumer Services Division at (800) 524-0795 and

 08  they can help you submit the comment.

 09                   First, Mr. Beau Barber, are you

 10  on?

 11         MR. BARBER:  Yes.  Can you hear me?

 12         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  We can hear you,

 13  Mr. Barber.  Please state and spell your name and

 14  then we'll start the clock and you can proceed.

 15         MR. BARBER:  Okay.  My name is Beau Barber,

 16  spelled, B-E-A-U, and then B-A-R-B-E-R.  I am a

 17  democratic precinct committee person for the Ogden

 18  1 precinct, and I'm here to talk today about the

 19  importance of having utility shut-off moratorium.

 20  So recently there was a resolution passed by Cori

 21  Bush and Jamaal Bowman, which the opening of it was

 22  talking about how the United States must establish
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 01  electricity as a basic human right in public good

 02  and eradicate the reliance on monopolized property

 03  driven utility corporations and providers, and the

 04  flawed regulatory regime that has failed to

 05  regulate these utilities in the public interest.

 06                  It goes on further to say, whereas,

 07  investor owned utilities and state utility

 08  commissions tasked to regulate them are failing to

 09  meet them.  Collective mandates to serve the public

 10  interest and provide customers with just and

 11  reasonable electricity rates.  She did not mention

 12  you specifically, but I would imagine that she

 13  would be mentioning -- talking about commissions

 14  like yours because the problem that we're seeing is

 15  that, you know, there's several errata that's

 16  happening.  There's voices that are not being

 17  listened to.

 18                   And, for instance, the most recent

 19  thing that we saw was in the last meeting on June,

 20  what was it, June 10?  You said, at the end of the

 21  meeting, people can apply for LIHEAP and there's a

 22  problem -- there's just one problem with that, that
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 01  was June 10th, LIHEAP registration ended on May

 02  31st, and it's kind of problematic to have such

 03  errata when people are already struggling enough as

 04  it is and COVID's still not over.  We are not even

 05  at like 70 percent vaccinated for just the state of

 06  Illinois alone, let alone the country, and people

 07  in the CDC and people like Dr. Fauci, have said

 08  that in order to get rid of this virus for good, we

 09  need to be at least like 75 or even 85 percent

 10  vaccinated.

 11                  And now we have the Delta strain to

 12  worry about.  Since, I have my stats here, current

 13  -- like the stats that we've had so far on

 14  breakthrough cases of COVID-19, which is the people

 15  got COVID-19 and, you know, despite being fully

 16  vaccinated we -- there was -- there's been about18

 17  percent of what?  Of 6,000 cases, I believe that

 18  were fatal cases.  You can fact-check me on that

 19  number, but the problem is is that we still have a

 20  lot going on, we're not in the clear yet, and in

 21  Illinois alone, there's been 124 deaths since April

 22  due to COVID-19 breakthrough -- vaccine
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 01  breakthrough, and that's accounted for 1.86 percent

 02  of the COVID deaths since January 1st.

 03                   So you know, do your job, get more

 04  intimate with the matter because like I told you

 05  months ago, with an engineering degree, and I know

 06  you have one, the one thing that we learned during

 07  our education was you make mistakes, people die.

 08  You're making mistakes.  People are dying.  Thank

 09  you.

 10         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Thank you, Mr. Barber.

 11  Next is Mr. Allen Axelrod (phonetic).  Mr. Axelrod,

 12  are you on?  Second call for Mr. Axelrod, and I'm

 13  looking, and I don't see your name, sir.  Checking

 14  one last time.  Yes.  No, Mr. Axelrod.

 15                  Finally, Anthony Walraven.

 16  Mr. Walraven, are you on?  Second call for

 17  Mr. Walraven.  I'm looking, I don't see your name

 18  as well, sir.  Okay.  So this concludes our public

 19  time in session.

 20         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  We're going to move on to

 21  our public utilities agenda.  There are edits to

 22  the May 27th, 2021, public utility special open
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 01  meeting minutes.  Are there any objections to

 02  approving the minutes as edited?

 03                  (No verbal response.)

 04         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the minutes

 05  are approved.

 06                  Under our electric item.  Item E1

 07  concerns the Ameren filing to make minor

 08  housekeeping changes to its electric service tariff

 09  pages.  Commission staff recommended not suspending

 10  the filing.  Are there any objections to not

 11  suspending the filing?

 12                  (No verbal response.)

 13         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the filing is

 14  not suspended.

 15                   Item E2 concerns a citation issued

 16  against Great American Power for failure to comply

 17  with Part 412 of the Commission's rules governing

 18  alternative retail electric suppliers.  Commission

 19  staff, Great American, the attorney general, and

 20  the Citizen's Utility Board filed a joint motion to

 21  approve a settlement agreement that they determined

 22  to be fair and equitable to all customers and all
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 01  parties.  The order approves the settlement finding

 02  its terms reasonable.  Before calling the vote, are

 03  there any comments on this docket?

 04         MS. BOCANEGRA:  Chair Zalewski, I have

 05  comments, but I'll wait until after the vote if

 06  that's okay.

 07         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Okay.  I will call the vote

 08  to approve the order.  If you are in favor of

 09  approving the order, please, say "aye", and if you

 10  are opposed, please say "nay".  Commissioner

 11  Bocanegra.

 12         MS. BOCANEGRA:  Nay.

 13         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Commissioner Carrigan.

 14         MR. CARRIGAN:  Aye.

 15         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Commissioner Kimbrel?

 16         MR. KIMBREL:  Aye.

 17         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  I vote aye.  The three ayes

 18  have it and the order is approved.

 19         MS. BOCANEGRA:  Chair Zalewski and Court

 20  Reporter, this is Commissioner Bocanegra for the

 21  record.  I just want to note the basis for my

 22  disagreement today.  Although this particular
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 01  docket is captioned as a settlement agreement, in

 02  my opinion, a plain reading of the statute, this

 03  should not be going to LIHEAP funds.  I think it's

 04  a diversion of funds, and so for those reasons, I

 05  voted nay.  Thank you.

 06         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  Items E3

 07  through E9 concern applications for a certificate

 08  of service authority to operate as an installer of

 09  distributed generation facilities in Illinois.  The

 10  orders grant the certificates, finding that the

 11  applicants meet the requirements.  Are there any

 12  objections to considering these items together and

 13  approving the orders?

 14                  (No verbal response.)

 15         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the orders

 16  are approved.

 17                   Items E10 and E11 concern

 18  petitions to cancel certificates to operate as

 19  retail electric agents, brokers, or consultants in

 20  Illinois.  The orders cancel the certificates and

 21  direct the petitioners to file any outstanding

 22  annual reports with the Commission.  Are there any
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 01  objections to considering these items together and

 02  approving the orders?

 03                  (No verbal response.)

 04         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the orders

 05  are approved.

 06                  Item E12 through E14 concern

 07  applications for certificates of service authority

 08  to act as retail electric agents, brokers, or

 09  consultants in Illinois.  The orders grants the

 10  licenses finding that the applicants meet the

 11  requirements.  Is there any objections to

 12  considering these items together and approving the

 13  orders?

 14                  (No verbal response.)

 15         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the orders

 16  are approved.

 17                   Items E15 through E21, concern

 18  requests for confidential treatment of information

 19  in the petitioner's reports.  The orders grant the

 20  protection, finding that the information is highly

 21  proprietary and confidential.  Are there any

 22  objections to considering these items together and
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 01  approving the orders?

 02                  (No verbal response.)

 03         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the orders

 04  are approved.

 05                  Item E22 concerns Docket 21-0155 in

 06  which ComEd requests approval of its 2022 through

 07  2025 energy efficiency and demand response plan and

 08  associated stipulation agreement.  The order finds

 09  that the plan meets the statutory requirements and

 10  also notes that all parties agree with the

 11  Commission that the Commission should approve the

 12  plan and the stipulation agreement.  The order

 13  approves the plan and stipulation agreement.  Are

 14  there any objections to approving the order?

 15                  (No verbal response.)

 16         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order is

 17  approved.

 18                   Item E23 concerns a complaint

 19  against Sperian Energy alleging the company was not

 20  authorized to become the complainant's electric

 21  supplier.  The parties filed a joint motion to

 22  dismiss, stipulating that all matters in dispute
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 01  have been resolved, and requesting that the

 02  Commission dismiss the complaint.  Are there any

 03  objections to granting the joint motion to dismiss?

 04                  (No verbal response.)

 05         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the motion is

 06  granted.

 07                   Items E24 through E33 concern

 08  requests to cancel certificates of service

 09  authority to install energy efficiency measures in

 10  Illinois.  The orders cancel the certificates.  Are

 11  there any objections to considering these items

 12  together and approving the orders?

 13                  (No verbal response.)

 14         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the orders

 15  are approved.

 16                  Items E34 through E42 concern

 17  applications for certifications to install energy

 18  efficiency measures in Illinois.  The orders grant

 19  the certificates, finding that the applicants meet

 20  requirements.  Are there any objections to

 21  considering these items together and approving the

 22  orders?
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 01                  (No verbal response.)

 02         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the orders

 03  are approved.

 04                  Moving on to our gas items. Item G1

 05  concerns MidAmerican's filing to make minor

 06  housekeeping changes to its gas service tariff

 07  pages.  Commission staff recommends not suspending

 08  the filing.  Are there any objections to not

 09  suspending the filing?

 10                  (No verbal response.)

 11         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the filing is

 12  not suspended.

 13                   Item G2 concerns an order

 14  initiating a rulemaking proceeding and authorizing

 15  a first notice period for proposed amendments to

 16  Part 590 of the Commission's rules.  The purpose of

 17  the rulemaking is to modify Part 590 of the

 18  Commission's rules to reflect and incorporate the

 19  most recent revisions to federal regulations

 20  governing the minimum safety standards for the

 21  transportation of gas and for pipeline facilities.

 22  Are there any objections to approving the order?
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 01                  (No verbal response.)

 02         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order is

 03  approved.

 04                  Item G3 concerns Liberty's request

 05  to reconcile revenues under its Rider Gas

 06  Uncollectable Adjustment or Rider GUA for 2018.

 07  The order approves the reconciliation as set in the

 08  appendix to the order, finding that the cost during

 09  the reconciliation period were prudently incurred.

 10  Are there any objections to approving the order?

 11                  (No verbal response.)

 12         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order is

 13  approved.

 14                   Item G4 concerns Docket 20-0722,

 15  which is Nicor Gas' request for an approval of an

 16  alternative rate regulation program under Section

 17  9-244 of the Public Utilities Act for a new pilot

 18  program.  The proposed pilot program would allow

 19  renewable natural gas production facilities to

 20  interconnect with Nicor's system and place into

 21  effect Rate 81 which would provide allowances

 22  covering a portion of RNG facilities'
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 01  interconnection costs.

 02                  We have subsequent edits to the

 03  order approving Nicor's program, finding that it

 04  meets the requirements of an alternative rate

 05  regulation program.  This RNG pilot allows Illinois

 06  to explore innovative approaches to addressing

 07  greenhouse gas reduction and sustainable gas

 08  production in the gas industry, and presents the

 09  Commission with the opportunity to have Illinois

 10  join those states that are taking a leading role in

 11  furthering the development of RNG as an

 12  environmentally beneficial fuel source.

 13                   According to the American Gas

 14  Association, 24 states have some type of program in

 15  place to encourage local distribution companies to

 16  include RNG in their portfolio of fuel sources.

 17                  Understanding whether RNG

 18  production is viable in northern Illinois, and if

 19  it will bring the environmental and local community

 20  benefits that have been experienced in other parts

 21  of the country, are key learnings needed for the

 22  Commission and all stakeholders to assess future
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 01  regulatory action in RNG.

 02                  The pilot can help stakeholders

 03  assess whether the potential environmental and

 04  economic benefits seen in other parts of the

 05  country could be replicated in Nicor Gas' service

 06  area.

 07                  The order includes additional

 08  requirements for reporting on various aspects of

 09  the pilot to ensure that we capture the important

 10  and relevant information for the pilot.

 11                  The edits reduce the overall and

 12  per project cap of the proposed investments to

 13  reduce the impact on rate payers.

 14                  Does anyone else have comments

 15  before I call the vote?

 16         MS. BOCANEGRA:  Chair Zalewski, like last

 17  time, I have remarks, but I would like to reserve

 18  those following the vote.

 19         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Okay.  So I would move the

 20  item.  Is there a second?

 21         MR. KIMBREL:  Second.

 22         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Okay.  I will now call a
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 01  roll for approving the edits of the order.  If you

 02  are in favor of adopting the edits, please say

 03  "aye", and if you are opposed, please say "nay".

 04  Commissioner Bocanegra.

 05         MS. BOCANEGRA:  Nay.

 06         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Mr. Carrigan.

 07         MR. CARRIGAN:  Aye.

 08         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Mr. Kimbrel.

 09         MR. KIMBREL:  Aye.

 10         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  I'm voting aye.  The three

 11  ayes have it and the edits are approved.  I will

 12  now call a roll for approving the order as edited.

 13  If you are in favor of approving the order, please

 14  say "aye", and if you are opposed, please say

 15  "nay".  Commissioner Bocanegra.

 16         MS. BOCANEGRA:  Nay.

 17         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Mr. Carrigan.

 18         MR. CARRIGAN:  Aye.

 19         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Mr. Kimbrel.

 20         MR. KIMBREL:  Aye.

 21         CHAIR  ZALEWSKI:  I vote aye.  The three

 22  ayes have it and the order as edited is approved.
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 01         MS. BOCANEGRA:  Chair Zalewski, if I may.

 02  This is Commissioner Bocanegra for the record.  I

 03  would like to share some remarks following today's

 04  vote.

 05                   I want to start by saying that I

 06  am in favor of Nicor's proposed RNG pilot program.

 07  My vote today is not about being opposed to the

 08  pilot program itself, but about my disagreement

 09  with certain evidentiary findings in the legal

 10  analysis conducted in the final order which

 11  compelled me to vote nay today.

 12                   I want to share some observations

 13  on my differences with the majority.  First, the

 14  record, the briefings, and the proposed order were

 15  more or less completely devoid of any mention of

 16  244(a) and whether Nicor had met its burden under

 17  that provision.  I think this underscores the

 18  importance and the benefit of oral arguments,

 19  because it became very evident to me while

 20  listening to CUB's pretty impressive presentation,

 21  that 244(a) was, in my opinion, a disputed issue.

 22  So I was glad to see that the majority adopted my
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 01  recommendation that a 244(a) analysis needed to be

 02  included.

 03                  However, we have fundamental

 04  differences on how to read the evidentiary record,

 05  much less what constitutes the record.  The

 06  majority spends a great deal explaining why Nicor

 07  filed under 9-244, but doesn't really address how,

 08  if at all, Nicor actually meets its burden under

 09  244(a).  In contrast, I think what the record does

 10  give us is that Nicor's witness testified that this

 11  is a form of alternative rate regulation because

 12  the costs would be higher under traditional rate

 13  regulation.  This testimony was unrebutted and

 14  unrefuted by any witness offered by any intervenor.

 15  To me, that alone is sufficient to satisfy 244(a).

 16                         Second, I disagree with the

 17  majority's decision to lower the investment cap to

 18  $16 million with a $3.2 million allocation per

 19  project, as this too, is not supported by the

 20  record.  Again, there are fundamental differences

 21  in the way in which we choose to read a record,

 22  rely on it, and make findings and conclusions from
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 01  it.  Equally important is the rationale the

 02  majority provides for this.  Given the first record

 03  before us proves absolutely nothing to support

 04  lowering Nicor's proposed investment cap of $20

 05  million.  There was no testimony, nor any exhibit,

 06  that could support a seemingly random number of

 07  $3.2 million.  And although Nicor's brief on

 08  exceptions may have invited the Commission to lower

 09  its investment cap, briefs are not part of the

 10  record, yet the majority completely ignores some of

 11  these basic foundations of evidence.  And if we're

 12  going to consider both the record and the arguments

 13  made at either in briefings or even in oral

 14  arguments, then the orders finding that lowering

 15  the investment cap will reduce risk to rate payers

 16  is also unsupported by the record and the non-

 17  record.

 18                  Nicor indicated several times that

 19  the proposed program is of no risk to rate payers.

 20  If you recall, Nicor said as much repeatedly during

 21  its oral argument.  To find it necessary to reduce

 22  rate payer risk when we have necessarily agreed
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 01  that there is no risk, is confusing to me.  But

 02  more importantly, the statute at issue, 244(b) (1)

 03  through (8) does not at all address reducing risk

 04  to rate payers.  Instead, the statute, with respect

 05  to customers and rate payers, discusses lowering

 06  rates, substantial and identifiable benefits

 07  realized by customers, and, finally, provisions for

 08  an equitable sharing of any net economic benefits

 09  between the utility and its customers if those

 10  arise.  Somehow reducing rate payer risk is brought

 11  in under the analysis in 244(b)(8).

 12                     In an odd pivot, the majority

 13  moves from saying that the RNG pilot produced no

 14  net economic benefits for the company to be shared,

 15  which is a statutory element that needs to be

 16  addressed, to stating that other economic benefits

 17  might accrue yet the risk to rate payers of a $20

 18  million subsidy for interconnection agreement is

 19  too great a risk.  Which, as noted previously, is

 20  not addressed in the statute.  The majority offers

 21  no statutory basis from bringing this cost-benefit

 22  analysis in here or at any point in the analysis.
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 01  If this is part of the Commission's discretionary

 02  powers with respect to the Public Utilities Act,

 03  then it should be stated as such and not couched as

 04  an unwritten statutory requirement.

 05                  Equally concerning for me in

 06  justifying lowering the $20 million cap, the

 07  majority's finding that Nicor has not satisfied the

 08  criteria under 244.  The order spends a great deal

 09  of time, in fact, finding that Nicor has met all

 10  the criteria, only to conclude that they have not.

 11  Here, I would have found that because Nicor clearly

 12  has met its burden.  It is entitled to proceed with

 13  the full $20 million.

 14                   I just want to conclude by saying

 15  that although today's meeting is not subject to the

 16  doctrine of res judicata, what we are saying here

 17  about not just 9-244, but also about things like

 18  RNG and innovation have important consequences.

 19  We'd have to recognize that although the Commission

 20  may be open to utility innovation, emerging

 21  markets, or groundbreaking ideas, we have to do it

 22  in a way that adheres to the language drafted by
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 01  the legislature and the breadth of the authority

 02  provided to us under the statute.  Thank you.

 03         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  Any other

 04  comments?

 05         MR. KIMBREL:  Yes, Madam Chair, I do.

 06  Respectfully, Commissioner Bocanegra, I always

 07  appreciate the passion that you have for your

 08  positions in our dockets, but I think that your

 09  need to be right here is a bit shortsighted, in my

 10  opinion.  Your fingerprints were all over the edits

 11  in this proposal.  However, the majority just did

 12  not agree with all of your suggestions.  As you've

 13  expressed, this case represents an enormous

 14  opportunity.  The bigger picture here is to find

 15  multiple approaches and solutions as we strive for

 16  a net zero greenhouse gas emissions economy.  And I

 17  believe we all agree, or had agreed, that this

 18  docket is a step in that direction.    I'll always

 19  respect your position as I will of the other

 20  offices, but I'm a bit disappointed that you would

 21  attempt to take the majority to task here because

 22  we disagreed with a couple of your edits.  The

�0024

 01  opportunity to learn from this pilot is too

 02  important to let our egos get involved as each of

 03  us compromise to reach an agreement here.  That's

 04  all I have to share.

 05         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Thank you.  Any other

 06  comments?  If not, we will move on to G5.  It

 07  concerns a billing complaint filed against The

 08  Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company.  The parties

 09  filed a stipulation and joint motion to dismiss,

 10  stating that all matters in dispute have been

 11  resolved.  Are there any objections to granting the

 12  joint motion to dismiss?

 13                  (No verbal response.)

 14         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, motion is

 15  granted.

 16                   Item G6 concerns North Shore's and

 17  Peoples Gas' request for a limited exemption from

 18  meter requirements in Section 501.240 of the

 19  Commission's rules in order to facilitate a pilot

 20  program to deploy single-path ultrasonic gas

 21  meters.  The order grants the exemption finding the

 22  pilot program technically and economically sound
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 01  and that it will not compromise the safety,

 02  liability, or service obligations of the company.

 03  Are there any objections to approving the order?

 04                  (No verbal response.)

 05         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order is

 06  approved.

 07                  Items G7 and G8 concern requests

 08  for confidential treatment of information in the

 09  petitioner's report.  The orders grant the

 10  protection, finding that the information is highly

 11  proprietary and confidential.  Are there any

 12  objections to considering these items together and

 13  approving the orders?

 14                  (No verbal response.)

 15         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the orders

 16  are approved.

 17                   Item G9 concerns Docket 21-0426

 18  which is Nicor Gas' petition to issue and file up

 19  to $350 million in long-term debt.  The order

 20  authorizes the issuances, noting that there are no

 21  contested issues in the case.  Staff concludes that

 22  the issuance of debt will not impair the company's
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 01  financial strength and is not contrary to public

 02  interest.  Are there any objections to you

 03  approving the order?

 04                  (No verbal response.)

 05         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order is

 06  approved.

 07                  Under Telecommunications items,

 08  item T1 concerns Spectrotel of Illinois, LLC's,

 09  application for a certificate of service authority

 10  to provide telecommunications services in Illinois.

 11  The order grants the certificate and finds out that

 12  the applicant meets the requirements.  Are there

 13  any objections to approving the order?

 14                  (No verbal response.)

 15         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order is

 16  approved.

 17                  Under the Water and Sewer items.

 18  Item W1 concerns Utility Services of Illinois'

 19  filing proposing rate increases for water and sewer

 20  service.  The Commission suspended the proposed

 21  rate increases on March 4th in order to investigate

 22  the filing.  The Commission's investigation in this
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 01  matter has not concluded and it is necessary to

 02  extend the period of suspension for a further

 03  period of six months.  The order re-suspends the

 04  filing through January 3rd of 2022.  Are there any

 05  objections to approving the order?

 06                  (No verbal response.)

 07         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the order is

 08  approved.

 09                   Item W2 concerns Illinois

 10  American's application for a certificate of public

 11  convenience and necessity to provide water service

 12  to certain areas in Logan County.  Illinois

 13  American is requesting an approval to purchase

 14  certain assets of the City of Mount Pulaski in

 15  Logan County.  Illinois American also requests an

 16  approval of the appraiser's engagement agreement

 17  for the water system to be acquired.  The interim

 18  order approves the agreement, finding them

 19  reasonable.  Are there any objections to approving

 20  the interim order?

 21                  (No verbal response.)

 22         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the interim
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 01  order is approved.

 02                  Moving on to our miscellaneous

 03  items. Item M1 concerns AT&T Illinois and Direct

 04  TV's notice of transfer and application to provide

 05  video services in the existing AT&T service area

 06  footprint and to use, occupy and construct

 07  facilities in the public rights-of-way for the

 08  delivery of video service.  Staff's review

 09  concluded that the notice complied with the

 10  requirements and recommended granting the

 11  authorization requested by the applicants.  Are

 12  there any objections to granting the service

 13  authorization?

 14                  (No verbal response.)

 15         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 16  authorization is granted.

 17                  Under petitions for rehearing, item

 18  PR1 concerns a petition for rehearing in Docket

 19  20-0606 which is Nicor Gas' proposed revenue

 20  neutral tariff filing to address issues arising

 21  from the storage study.  After the Commission

 22  entered a final order on May 13th of 2021, the
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 01  Illinois Competitive Energy Association, the Retail

 02  Energy Supplier Association, and the Illinois

 03  Industrial Energy Consumers filed an application

 04  for rehearing and Illinois Competitive Energy

 05  Association and Retail Energy Supply Association

 06  also jointly filed a motion to stay.  The

 07  administrative law judge recommends that the

 08  Commission deny the application for rehearing,

 09  noting that the joint applicants proposed no new

 10  facts or law that need to be considered.  The ALJ

 11  also recommends that the Commission deny the motion

 12  to stay because the moving parties are not likely

 13  to prevail on their application for rehearing or

 14  any appeals on their merits.  Are there any

 15  objections to denying the application for rehearing

 16  and deny the motion to stay?

 17                  (No verbal response.)

 18         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 19  application and the motion are denied.

 20                  Under Other Business, item O1

 21  concerns approval of batches, contracts and

 22  confirmations under the Illinois Adjustable Block
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 01  Program and the Solar For All Program.  Are there

 02  any objections to approving the program

 03  administrators submissions?

 04                  (No verbal response.)

 05         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing none, the

 06  submission is approved.

 07                  Item O2 concerns the Commission's

 08  post Technical Conference comments to be filed with

 09  FERC in Docket Number AD21-12-000 on

 10  Electrification and the Future of the Grid.  The

 11  comments highlight Illinois' efforts in the field

 12  of electrification and electric vehicle

 13  advancement.  The comments are due to be filed at

 14  FERC on July 1st.  Are there any objections to

 15  approving the submission on the Commission's

 16  comments?

 17                  (No verbal response.)

 18         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Hearing done, the comments

 19  are approved.

 20                   Item 03 concerns the Commission's

 21  comments in FERC Docket Number RM21-14-000, which

 22  is FERC's Notice of Inquiry on the Participation of
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 01  Aggregators of Retail Demand Response Customers in

 02  Markets Operated by Regional Transmission

 03  Organizations and Independent System Operators.

 04  We're going to hold this item for later

 05  disposition.

 06                   This concludes our Public

 07  Utilities Agenda.  Judge Teague-Kingsley, do we

 08  have any other matters to come before the

 09  Commission today?

 10         MS. TEAGUE-KINGSLEY:  No, Madam Chairman.

 11         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  Do you, or the

 12  commissioners, have any other business to discuss?

 13                  (No verbal response.)

 14         CHAIR ZALEWSKI:  I just want to remind again

 15  that if customers do receive a disconnection notice

 16  and that you can avoid being shut off from service

 17  if you act quickly calling your utility and work

 18  out a deferred payment arrangement.  The utility

 19  can also tell you whether you qualify for bill

 20  payment assistance to reduce what is owed in

 21  arrearages.

 22                  And then finally, just another
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 01  resource that the Illinois Commerce Commission

 02  stands ready to assist customers navigate their

 03  options.  The ICC has both English and Spanish

 04  speaking consumer counselors who can help you file

 05  a complaint Monday through Friday 8:30 to 5:00.

 06  The number is 1-800-524-0795.  There is also

 07  additional information on our ICC website at

 08  icc.illinois.gov under the "Consumers" tab.

 09                  Hearing no other comments and

 10  without objection, the meeting is now adjourned.

 11  Thank you.

 12                  (Whereupon, the above-entitled

 13                   matter adjourned at 12:05 p.m.)
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further comments may submit a written statement to

the Commission. The written comments may be
submitted by going to the ICC website,
icc.illinois.gov, go on the e-docket system and
look for the related docket, and in that docket,
click "fileacomment.” You can aso cal the ICC
Consumer Services Division at (800) 524-0795 and
they can help you submit the comment.

First, Mr. Beau Barber, are you
on?

MR. BARBER: Yes. Canyou hear me?

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: We can hear you,

Mr. Barber. Please state and spell your name and
then we'll start the clock and you can proceed.

MR. BARBER: Okay. My nameis Beau Barber,
spelled, B-E-A-U, and then B-A-R-B-E-R. | ama
democratic precinct committee person for the Ogden
1 precinct, and I'm here to talk today about the
importance of having utility shut-off moratorium.
So recently there was a resolution passed by Cori

21 E\I?I'[I)\/IC?CS CJ)UIZI)QL}fREC II§TI NG 21| Bush and Jamaal Bowman, which the opening of it was
22|Notary Public” Y 22|talking about how the United States must establish
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CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Good morning. Under the
Open Meetings Act and in accordance with the
Governor's Executive Orders, | call the June 24,
2021, regular open meeting to order. Before we
proceed, for the clarity of the record, | would ask
everyone to state their names and to speak slowly
and clearly so that the court reporter can capture
everything that issaid. | have checked that we
have all four commissioners with us. We have a
quorum.

Today we have three requests to
speak. Going in the order we've received the
request to speak, we'll hear from the following
three people: First, Beau Barber; second, Allen
Axelrod; third, Anthony Walraven. Under 2 Illinois
Administrative Code Section 1700.10, any person
desiring to address the Commission shall be allowed
up to three minutes. My adviser, Tetyana Rabczak
will have the timer on the screen. Only one person
may speak on behalf of any organization. Please
note that the Commission will not respond directly
to any comments. Any person wishing to provide
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electricity as a basic human right in public good

and eradicate the reliance on monopolized property
driven utility corporations and providers, and the
flawed regulatory regime that has failed to
regulate these utilities in the public interest.

It goes on further to say, whereas,
investor owned utilities and state utility
commissions tasked to regul ate them are failing to
meet them. Collective mandates to serve the public
interest and provide customers with just and
reasonable electricity rates. She did not mention
you specifically, but | would imagine that she
would be mentioning -- talking about commissions
like yours because the problem that we're seeing is
that, you know, there's several erratathat's
happening. There's voices that are not being
listened to.

And, for instance, the most recent
thing that we saw was in the last meeting on June,
what was it, June 10?7 Y ou said, at the end of the
meeting, people can apply for LIHEAP and there'sa
problem -- there's just one problem with that, that

Bridges Court Reporting
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was June 10th, LIHEAP registration ended on May

31st, and it's kind of problematic to have such
errata when people are already struggling enough as
itisand COVID's still not over. We are not even

at like 70 percent vaccinated for just the state of
[llinois alone, let alone the country, and people

in the CDC and people like Dr. Fauci, have said
that in order to get rid of thisvirusfor good, we
need to be at least like 75 or even 85 percent
vaccinated.

And now we have the Delta strain to
worry about. Since, | have my stats here, current
-- like the stats that we've had so far on
breakthrough cases of COVID-19, which is the people
got COVID-19 and, you know, despite being fully
vaccinated we -- there was -- there's been about18
percent of what? Of 6,000 cases, | believe that
were fatal cases. Y ou can fact-check me on that
number, but the problem isis that we still have a
lot going on, we're not in the clear yet, and in
[llinois aone, there's been 124 deaths since April
due to COVID-19 breakthrough -- vaccine
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meeting minutes. Are there any objectionsto

approving the minutes as edited?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the minutes

are approved.

Under our electricitem. Item E1
concerns the Ameren filing to make minor
housekeeping changes to its electric service tariff
pages. Commission staff recommended not suspending
thefiling. Arethere any objections to not
suspending the filing?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, thefiling is

not suspended.

Item E2 concerns a citation issued
against Great American Power for failure to comply
with Part 412 of the Commission's rules governing
alternative retail electric suppliers. Commission
staff, Great American, the attorney general, and
the Citizen's Utility Board filed ajoint motion to
approve a settlement agreement that they determined
to be fair and equitable to all customers and all
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breakthrough, and that's accounted for 1.86 percent

of the COVID deaths since January 1st.

So you know, do your job, get more
intimate with the matter because like | told you
months ago, with an engineering degree, and | know
you have one, the one thing that we learned during
our education was you make mistakes, people die.

Y ou're making mistakes. People are dying. Thank
you.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Thank you, Mr. Barber.
Next isMr. Allen Axelrod (phonetic). Mr. Axelrod,
areyou on? Second call for Mr. Axelrod, and I'm
looking, and | don't see your name, sir. Checking
onelasttime. Yes. No, Mr. Axelrod.

Finally, Anthony Walraven.
Mr. Walraven, are you on? Second call for
Mr. Walraven. I'm looking, | don't see your name
aswell, sir. Okay. So this concludes our public
timein session.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: We're going to move on to
our public utilities agenda. There are editsto
the May 27th, 2021, public utility special open
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parties. The order approves the settlement finding

itsterms reasonable. Before calling the vote, are
there any comments on this docket?

MS. BOCANEGRA: Chair Zalewski, | have
comments, but I'll wait until after the vote if
that's okay.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Okay. | will call the vote
to approve the order. If you arein favor of
approving the order, please, say "aye", and if you
are opposed, please say "nay". Commissioner
Bocanegra.

MS. BOCANEGRA: Nay.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Commissioner Carrigan.

MR. CARRIGAN: Aye.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Commissioner Kimbrel?

MR. KIMBREL: Aye.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: | vote aye. Thethree ayes
have it and the order is approved.

MS. BOCANEGRA: Chair Zalewski and Court
Reporter, thisis Commissioner Bocanegra for the
record. | just want to note the basis for my
disagreement today. Although this particular

Bridges Court Reporting
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docket is captioned as a settlement agreement, in

my opinion, a plain reading of the statute, this
should not be going to LIHEAP funds. | think it's
adiversion of funds, and so for those reasons, |
voted nay. Thank you.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Thank you. ItemsE3
through E9 concern applications for a certificate
of service authority to operate as an installer of
distributed generation facilitiesin Illinois. The
orders grant the certificates, finding that the
applicants meet the requirements. Are there any
objections to considering these items together and
approving the orders?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the orders

are approved.

Items E10 and E11 concern
petitions to cancel certificates to operate as
retail electric agents, brokers, or consultantsin
[llinois. The orders cancel the certificates and
direct the petitioners to file any outstanding
annual reports with the Commission. Are there any
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approving the orders?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the orders
are approved.

Item E22 concerns Docket 21-0155 in
which ComEd requests approval of its 2022 through
2025 energy efficiency and demand response plan and
associated stipulation agreement. The order finds
that the plan meets the statutory requirements and
also notesthat all parties agree with the
Commission that the Commission should approve the
plan and the stipulation agreement. The order
approves the plan and stipulation agreement. Are
there any objections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order is
approved.
Item E23 concerns a complaint
against Sperian Energy alleging the company was not
authorized to become the complainant's electric
supplier. The partiesfiled ajoint motion to
dismiss, stipulating that all mattersin dispute
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objections to considering these items together and

approving the orders?
(No verbal response.)
CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the orders
are approved.
Item E12 through E14 concern
applications for certificates of service authority
to act asretail electric agents, brokers, or
consultantsin Illinois. The orders grants the
licenses finding that the applicants meet the
requirements. Isthere any objectionsto
considering these items together and approving the
orders?
(No verbal response.)
CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the orders
are approved.

Items E15 through E21, concern
requests for confidential treatment of information
in the petitioner's reports. The orders grant the
protection, finding that the information is highly
proprietary and confidential. Are there any
objections to considering these items together and
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have been resolved, and requesting that the

Commission dismiss the complaint. Are there any
objections to granting the joint motion to dismiss?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the motionis
granted.

Items E24 through E33 concern

requests to cancel certificates of service
authority to install energy efficiency measuresin
Illinois. The orders cancel the certificates. Are
there any objections to considering these items
together and approving the orders?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the orders
are approved.

Items E34 through E42 concern
applications for certifications to install energy
efficiency measuresin Illinois. The orders grant
the certificates, finding that the applicants meet
requirements. Are there any objectionsto
considering these items together and approving the
orders?

Bridges Court Reporting
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(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the orders
are approved.

Moving on to our gas items. Item G1
concerns MidAmerican's filing to make minor
housekeeping changes to its gas service tariff
pages. Commission staff recommends not suspending
thefiling. Are there any objections to not
suspending the filing?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, thefilingis
not suspended.

Item G2 concerns an order

initiating a rulemaking proceeding and authorizing
afirst notice period for proposed amendmentsto
Part 590 of the Commission's rules. The purpose of
the rulemaking is to modify Part 590 of the
Commission's rules to reflect and incorporate the
most recent revisionsto federal regulations
governing the minimum safety standards for the
transportation of gas and for pipeline facilities.
Are there any objections to approving the order?
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Interconnection costs.

We have subsequent edits to the
order approving Nicor's program, finding that it
meets the requirements of an alternative rate
regulation program. ThisRNG pilot allows Illinois
to explore innovative approaches to addressing
greenhouse gas reduction and sustainable gas
production in the gas industry, and presents the
Commission with the opportunity to have lllinois
join those states that are taking aleading role in
furthering the development of RNG as an
environmentally beneficial fuel source.

According to the American Gas
Association, 24 states have some type of program in
place to encourage local distribution companiesto
include RNG in their portfolio of fuel sources.

Understanding whether RNG
production is viable in northern Illinois, and if
it will bring the environmental and local community
benefits that have been experienced in other parts
of the country, are key learnings needed for the
Commission and all stakeholders to assess future
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(No verbal response.)
CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order is
approved.
Item G3 concerns Liberty's request
to reconcile revenues under its Rider Gas
Uncollectable Adjustment or Rider GUA for 2018.
The order approves the reconciliation as set in the
appendix to the order, finding that the cost during
the reconciliation period were prudently incurred.
Are there any objections to approving the order?
(No verbal response.)
CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order is
approved.

Item G4 concerns Docket 20-0722,
whichis Nicor Gas' request for an approval of an
aternative rate regulation program under Section
9-244 of the Public Utilities Act for anew pilot
program. The proposed pilot program would allow
renewable natural gas production facilities to
interconnect with Nicor's system and place into
effect Rate 81 which would provide allowances
covering aportion of RNG facilities
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regulatory action in RNG.

The pilot can help stakeholders
assess whether the potential environmental and
economic benefits seen in other parts of the
country could be replicated in Nicor Gas' service
area.

The order includes additional
requirements for reporting on various aspects of
the pilot to ensure that we capture the important
and relevant information for the pilot.

The edits reduce the overall and
per project cap of the proposed investments to
reduce the impact on rate payers.

Does anyone else have comments
before | call the vote?

MS. BOCANEGRA: Chair Zalewski, like last
time, | have remarks, but | would like to reserve
those following the vote.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Okay. So | would movethe
item. Isthere asecond?

MR. KIMBREL: Second.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Okay. | will now call a
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roll for approving the edits of the order. If you

arein favor of adopting the edits, please say
"aye", and if you are opposed, please say "nay".
Commissioner Bocanegra.

MS. BOCANEGRA: Nay.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Mr. Carrigan.

MR. CARRIGAN: Aye.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Mr. Kimbrel.

MR. KIMBREL: Aye.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: I'mvoting aye. Thethree
ayes have it and the edits are approved. | will
now call aroll for approving the order as edited.
If you are in favor of approving the order, please
say "aye", and if you are opposed, please say
"nay". Commissioner Bocanegra.

MS. BOCANEGRA: Nay.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Mr. Carrigan.

MR. CARRIGAN: Aye.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Mr. Kimbrel.

MR. KIMBREL: Aye.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: | voteaye. Thethree
ayes have it and the order as edited is approved.
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recommendation that a 244(a) analysis needed to be

included.

However, we have fundamental
differences on how to read the evidentiary record,
much less what constitutes the record. The
majority spends a great deal explaining why Nicor
filed under 9-244, but doesn't really address how,
if at al, Nicor actually meetsits burden under
244(a). In contrast, | think what the record does
give usisthat Nicor's witness testified that this
isaform of alternative rate regulation because
the costs would be higher under traditional rate
regulation. This testimony was unrebutted and
unrefuted by any witness offered by any intervenor.
To me, that alone is sufficient to satisfy 244(a).

Second, | disagree with the
majority's decision to lower the investment cap to
$16 million with a $3.2 million allocation per
project, as thistoo, is not supported by the
record. Again, there are fundamental differences
in the way in which we choose to read arecord,
rely on it, and make findings and conclusions from
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MS. BOCANEGRA: Chair Zaewski, if | may.
Thisis Commissioner Bocanegrafor the record. |
would like to share some remarks following today's
vote.

| want to start by saying that |
am in favor of Nicor's proposed RNG pilot program.
My vote today is not about being opposed to the
pilot program itself, but about my disagreement
with certain evidentiary findingsin the legal
analysis conducted in the final order which
compelled me to vote nay today.

| want to share some observations
on my differences with the mgjority. First, the
record, the briefings, and the proposed order were
more or less completely devoid of any mention of
244(a) and whether Nicor had met its burden under
that provision. | think this underscores the
importance and the benefit of oral arguments,
because it became very evident to me while
listening to CUB's pretty impressive presentation,
that 244(a) was, in my opinion, a disputed issue.
So | was glad to see that the majority adopted my
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it. Equally important is the rationale the

majority providesfor this. Given thefirst record
before us proves absolutely nothing to support
lowering Nicor's proposed investment cap of $20
million. There was no testimony, nor any exhibit,
that could support a seemingly random number of
$3.2 million. And athough Nicor's brief on
exceptions may have invited the Commission to lower
itsinvestment cap, briefs are not part of the
record, yet the majority completely ignores some of
these basic foundations of evidence. And if we're
going to consider both the record and the arguments
made at either in briefings or evenin oral
arguments, then the orders finding that lowering
the investment cap will reduce risk to rate payers
is also unsupported by the record and the non-
record.

Nicor indicated several times that
the proposed program is of no risk to rate payers.
If you recall, Nicor said as much repeatedly during
itsoral argument. To find it necessary to reduce
rate payer risk when we have necessarily agreed
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that there isno risk, is confusing to me. But

more importantly, the statute at issue, 244(b) (1)
through (8) does not at all address reducing risk
to rate payers. Instead, the statute, with respect
to customers and rate payers, discusses lowering
rates, substantial and identifiable benefits
realized by customers, and, finally, provisions for
an equitable sharing of any net economic benefits
between the utility and its customersif those
arise. Somehow reducing rate payer risk is brought
in under the analysis in 244(b)(8).

In an odd pivot, the majority
moves from saying that the RNG pilot produced no
net economic benefits for the company to be shared,
which is a statutory element that needs to be
addressed, to stating that other economic benefits
might accrue yet the risk to rate payers of a $20
million subsidy for interconnection agreement is
too great arisk. Which, as noted previoudly, is
not addressed in the statute. The majority offers
no statutory basis from bringing this cost-benefit
analysisin here or at any point in the analysis.

Page 23

the legislature and the breadth of the authority
provided to us under the statute. Thank you.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Thank you. Any other
comments?

MR. KIMBREL: Yes, Madam Chair, | do.
Respectfully, Commissioner Bocanegra, | always
appreciate the passion that you have for your
positions in our dockets, but | think that your
need to be right hereis abit shortsighted, in my
opinion. Your fingerprints were al over the edits
inthis proposal. However, the mgjority just did
not agree with all of your suggestions. Asyou've
expressed, this case represents an enormous
opportunity. The bigger picture hereisto find
multiple approaches and solutions as we strive for
anet zero greenhouse gas emissions economy. And |
believe we all agree, or had agreed, that this
docket isastep in that direction.  I'll always
respect your position as | will of the other
offices, but I'm a bit disappointed that you would
attempt to take the majority to task here because
we disagreed with a couple of your edits. The

Page 22
If thisis part of the Commission's discretionary

powers with respect to the Public Utilities Act,
then it should be stated as such and not couched as
an unwritten statutory reguirement.

Equally concerning for mein
justifying lowering the $20 million cap, the
majority's finding that Nicor has not satisfied the
criteriaunder 244. The order spends agreat deal
of time, in fact, finding that Nicor has met all
the criteria, only to conclude that they have not.
Here, | would have found that because Nicor clearly
has met its burden. It isentitled to proceed with
the full $20 million.

| just want to conclude by saying
that although today's meeting is not subject to the
doctrine of resjudicata, what we are saying here
about not just 9-244, but also about things like
RNG and innovation have important consequences.
Wed have to recognize that although the Commission
may be open to utility innovation, emerging
markets, or groundbreaking ideas, we haveto do it
in away that adheres to the language drafted by

Page 24
opportunity to learn from this pilot is too

important to let our egos get involved as each of
us compromise to reach an agreement here. That's
al | haveto share.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Thank you. Any other
comments? If not, we will move onto G5. It
concerns abilling complaint filed against The
Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company. The parties
filed a stipulation and joint motion to dismiss,
stating that all mattersin dispute have been
resolved. Are there any objections to granting the
joint motion to dismiss?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, motion is
granted.

Item G6 concerns North Shore's and
Peoples Gas request for alimited exemption from
meter requirements in Section 501.240 of the
Commission's rulesin order to facilitate a pilot
program to deploy single-path ultrasonic gas
meters. The order grants the exemption finding the
pilot program technically and economically sound
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and that it will not compromise the safety,

liability, or service obligations of the company.
Arethere any objections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order is

approved.

Items G7 and G8 concern requests
for confidential treatment of information in the
petitioner's report. The orders grant the
protection, finding that the information is highly
proprietary and confidential. Are there any
objections to considering these items together and
approving the orders?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the orders
are approved.
Item G9 concerns Docket 21-0426

which is Nicor Gas petition to issue and file up
to $350 million in long-term debt. The order
authorizes the issuances, noting that there are no
contested issuesin the case. Staff concludes that
the issuance of debt will not impair the company's

Page 27
matter has not concluded and it is necessary to

extend the period of suspension for a further
period of six months. The order re-suspends the
filing through January 3rd of 2022. Are there any
objections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order is

approved.

Item W2 concerns Illinois
American's application for a certificate of public
convenience and necessity to provide water service
to certain areasin Logan County. Illinois
American is requesting an approval to purchase
certain assets of the City of Mount Pulaski in
Logan County. Illinois American also requests an
approval of the appraiser's engagement agreement
for the water system to be acquired. Theinterim
order approves the agreement, finding them
reasonable. Are there any objections to approving
the interim order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the interim

Page 26
financia strength and is not contrary to public

interest. Are there any objectionsto you
approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order is

approved.

Under Telecommunications items,
item T1 concerns Spectrotel of Illinois, LLC's,
application for a certificate of service authority
to provide telecommunications servicesin lllinois.
The order grants the certificate and finds out that
the applicant meets the requirements. Are there
any objections to approving the order?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the order is

approved.

Under the Water and Sewer items.
Item W1 concerns Utility Servicesof Illinois
filing proposing rate increases for water and sewer
service. The Commission suspended the proposed
rate increases on March 4th in order to investigate
thefiling. The Commission'sinvestigation in this

Page 28

order is approved.

Moving on to our miscellaneous
items. Iltem M1 concerns AT& T Illinois and Direct
TV's notice of transfer and application to provide
video servicesin the existing AT& T service area
footprint and to use, occupy and construct
facilitiesin the public rights-of-way for the
delivery of video service. Staff'sreview
concluded that the notice complied with the
requirements and recommended granting the
authorization requested by the applicants. Are
there any objections to granting the service
authorization?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the

authorization is granted.

Under petitions for rehearing, item
PR1 concerns a petition for rehearing in Docket
20-0606 which is Nicor Gas proposed revenue
neutral tariff filing to address issues arising
from the storage study. After the Commission
entered afinal order on May 13th of 2021, the
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I1linois Competitive Energy Assaciation, the Retail

Energy Supplier Association, and the lllinois
Industrial Energy Consumers filed an application
for rehearing and Illinois Competitive Energy
Association and Retail Energy Supply Association
alsojointly filed amotion to stay. The
administrative law judge recommends that the
Commission deny the application for rehearing,
noting that the joint applicants proposed no new
facts or law that need to be considered. The ALJ
also recommends that the Commission deny the motion
to stay because the moving parties are not likely
to prevail on their application for rehearing or
any appeals on their merits. Are there any
objections to denying the application for rehearing
and deny the motion to stay?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the

application and the motion are denied.

Under Other Business, item O1
concerns approval of batches, contracts and
confirmations under the Illinois Adjustable Block

10
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14
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17

19
20
21
22
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Aggregators of Retail Demand Response Customersin

Markets Operated by Regional Transmission
Organizations and Independent System Operators.
We're going to hold thisitem for later
disposition.

This concludes our Public
Utilities Agenda. Judge Teague-Kingsley, do we
have any other mattersto come before the
Commission today?

MS. TEAGUE-KINGSLEY: No, Madam Chairman.

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Do you, or the
commissioners, have any other business to discuss?

(No verbal response.)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: | just want to remind again
that if customers do receive a disconnection notice
and that you can avoid being shut off from service
if you act quickly calling your utility and work
out adeferred payment arrangement. The utility
can aso tell you whether you qualify for bill
payment assistance to reduce what is owed in
arrearages.

And then finaly, just another

10
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13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
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Program and the Solar For All Program. Are there

any objections to approving the program
administrators submissions?

(No verbal response)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing none, the

submission is approved.

Item O2 concerns the Commission's
post Technical Conference commentsto be filed with
FERC in Docket Number AD21-12-000 on
Electrification and the Future of the Grid. The
comments highlight Illinois' effortsin the field
of electrification and electric vehicle
advancement. The comments are dueto be filed at
FERC on July 1st. Arethere any objectionsto
approving the submission on the Commission's
comments?

(No verbal response)

CHAIR ZALEWSKI: Hearing done, the comments
are approved.
Item 03 concerns the Commission's

comments in FERC Docket Number RM 21-14-000, which
is FERC's Natice of Inquiry on the Participation of

Page 32
resource that the l1linois Commerce Commission

stands ready to assist customers navigate their
options. The ICC has both English and Spanish
speaking consumer counselors who can help you file
acomplaint Monday through Friday 8:30 to 5:00.
The number is 1-800-524-0795. Thereisaso
additional information on our ICC website at
icc.illinois.gov under the "Consumers' tab.

Hearing no other comments and
without objection, the meeting is now adjourned.
Thank you.

(Whereupon, the above-entitled

matter adjourned at 12:05 p.m.)
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leading (1)
learn (1)
learned (1)
learnings (1)
legal (1)
legidature (1)
liability (1)
Liberty's (1)
licenses (1)
Light (2)
LIHEAP (3)
limited (1)
listened (1)
listening (1)
LLC's (1)
local (2)
Logan (2)
long-term (1)
look (1)
looking (2)
lot (1)
lower (2)
lowering (4)

<M >

M1 (1)
Madam (2)
majority (9)
majority's (2)
making (1)
mandates (1)
March (1)
MARIA (1)
markets (2)
matter (3)
matters (3)
measures (2)
meet (4)
MEETING (7)
Meetings (1)
meets (4)
mention (2)
mentioning (1)
merits (1)
Met (4)
meter (1)
meters (1)
MICHAEL (2
MidAmerican's (1)

million (8)
minimum (1)
minor (2)
minutes (4)
miscellaneous (1)
mistakes (2)
modify (1)
Monday (1)
monopolized (1)
months (2)
moratorium (1)
morning (1)
motion (11)
Mount (1)
move (3)
moves (1)
Moving (3)
multiple (1)

<N>

name (4)
names (1)
natural (1)
navigate (1)
nay (8)
necessarily (1)
necessary (2)
necessity (1)
need (3)
needed (2)
needs (1)
net (3)
neutral (1)
new (2)
Nicor (12)
Nicor's (6)
non (1)
North (1)
northern (1)
Notary (1)
note (2)
noted (1)
notes (1)
notice (6)
noting (2)
number (5)

<0O>
o1 (1)

02 (1
objection (1)
objections (24)
obligations (1)
observations (1)
occupy (1)
odd (1)
offered (1)
offers (1)
Office (3)
offices (1)
Ogden (1)
Okay (6)
OPEN (5)
opening (1)
operate (2)
Operated (1)
Operators (1)
opinion (3)
opportunity (3)
opposed  (4)
options (1)
oral (3)

order (45)
Orders (23)
organization (1)
Organizations (1)
outstanding (1)
overall (1)
owed (1)
owned (1)

<P>

p.m (1)
pages (2)
Part (5)
Participation (1)
particular (1)
parties (5)
parts (2)
passed (1)
passion (1)
payer (2)
payers (6)
payment (2)
people (8)
Peoples (2)
percent (4)
period (4)

person (4)
petition (2)
petitioners (1)
petitioner's (2)
petitions (2)
phonetic (1)
picture (1)
pilot (12)
pipeline (1)
pivot (1)
place (2)
plain (1)
plan (4)
Please (8)
point (1)
portfolio (1)
portion (1)
position (1)
positions (1)
post (1)
potential (1)
Power (1)
powers (1)
PR1 (1)
precinct (2)
PRESENT (1)
presentation (1)
presents (1)
pretty (1)
prevail (1)
previously (1)
problem (4)
problematic (1)
proceed (3)
proceeding (1)
produced (1)
production (3)
program (14)
project (2)
property (1)
proposal (1)
proposed (10)
proposing (1)
proprietary (2)
protection (2)
proves (1)
provide (6)
provided (1)
providers (1)
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provides (1)
provision (1)
provisions (1)
prudently (1)
PUBLIC (14)
Pulaski (1)
purchase (1)
purpose (1)
pursuant (1)

<Q>

qualify (1)
quickly (1)
quorum (1)

<R>
Rabczak (1)
random (1)
rate (15)
rates (2)
rationale (1)
reach (1)
read (2)
reading (1)
ready (1)
realized (1)
really (1)
reasonable (3)
reasons (1)
recall (1)
receive (1)
received (1)
recognize (1)

recommendation (1)
recommended (2)

recommends (3)
reconcile (1)

reconciliation (2)

record (14)
reduce (5)
reducing (2)
reduction (1)
reflect (1)
regime (1)
Regional (1)
registration (1)
REGULAR (2
regulate (2)
regulation (4)

regulations (1)
regulatory (2)
rehearing (6)
related (1)
relevant (1)
reliance (1)
rely (1)
remarks (2)
remind (1)
renewable (1)
repeatedly (1)
replicated (1)
report (1)
reporter (2)

REPORTING (2)

reports (2
represents (1)
request (4)
requested (1)
requesting (2)
requests (6)
requirement (1)
requirements (9)
res (1)

reserve (1)
resolution (1)
resolved (2)
resource (1)
respect (3)
Respectfully (1)
respond (1)
response (27)
re-suspends (1)
retail (6)
revenue (1)
revenues (1)
review (1)
revisons (1)
rid (1)

Rider (2)
right (2)
rights-of-way (1)
risk (8)

RM21-14-000 (1)

RNG (9)
role (1)
roll (2)
rulemaking (2)
rules (4)

<S>

safety (2)
satisfied (1)
satisfy (1)
saw (1)
saying (4)
screen (1)
second (6)
Section (3)
see (3)
seeing (1)
seemingly (1)
seen (1)
serve (1)
service (14)
Services (4)
session (1)
set (1)
settlement (3)
Sewer (2)
share (3)
shared (1)
sharing (1)
Shore's (1)
shortsighted (1)
shut (1)
shut-off (1)
single-path (1)
sr (2

six (1)
slowly (1)
Solar (1)
solutions (1)
sound (1)
source (1)
sources (1)
Spanish (1)
speak (4)
speaking (1)
special (1)
specifically (1)
Spectrotel (1)
spell (1)
spelled (1)
spends (2)
Sperian (1)
staff (4)
Staff's (1)

stakeholders (2)
standards (1)
stands (1)
start (2)
state (4)
stated (1)
statement (1)
States (3)
stating (2)
stats (2)
statute (5)
statutory (4)
stay (3)

step (1)
stipulating (1)
stipulation (4)
storage (1)
strain (1)
strength (1)
strive (1)
struggling (1)
study (1)
subject (1)
submission (2)
submissions (1)
submit (2)
submitted (1)
subsequent (1)
subsidy (1)
substantial (1)
sufficient (1)
suggestions (1)
supplier (2)
suppliers (1)
Supply (1)
support (2)
supported (1)
suspended (3)
suspending (4)
suspension (1)
sustainable (1)
system (4)

<T>

T1 (2)
tab (1)
take (1)
talk (1)
talking (2)
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tariff (3)

task (1)

tasked (1)
Teague-Kingdey (2)
Technical (1)
technically (1)
Telecommunications
@)

tell (1)

terms (1)
testified (1)
testimony (2)
Tetyana (1)
Thank (8)
thing (2)

things (1)

think (4)

third (1)

three (6)
Thursday (1)
time (4)

timer (1)

times (1)

Today (6)
today's (2)

told (1)
traditional (1)
transfer (1)
Transmission (1)
transportation (1)
treatment (2)
TV's (1)

type (1)

<U>

ultrasonic (1)
Uncollectable (1)
underscores (1)
Understanding (1)
United (1)
unrebutted (1)
unrefuted (1)
unsupported (1)
unwritten (1)
use (1)
UTILITIES (7)
utility (10)

<V >

vaccinated (3)
vaccine (1)
various (1)
vehicle (1)
verbal (25)
viable (1)
video (2)
videoconference (2)
virus (1)
voices (1)
vote (10)
voted (1)
voting (1)

<W >

W1 (1)
W2 (1)
wait (1)
Walraven (4)
want (5)
Water (4)
way (2)
website (2)
well (1)
were (5)
we've (2)
wishing (1)
witness (2)
work (1)
worry (1)
written (2)

<Z>
ZALEWSKI (50)
zero (1)
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